SUNDAY  MORNINGS

Stedfastness, Honour, Courage, Pity, Generosity;
to the old abstractions he held firm ; and, when he
disclaimed " ideas " and " reflection/' what he
meant was that he refused to pull these up by the
roots in order to dissect them with the double-
edged knife of reason. There was a critic of Lord
Jim who called the book " morbid " ; the reason
was that Lord Jim spent his days brooding over a
single act of cowardly panic, of infidelity and
betrayal, and was never happy until he had
redeemed himself (it is the only way) by doing the
second time what he had failed to do the first. To
Conrad those who will question courage and
honour, stifling the promptings of decent tradition
and conscience as being the product of mere
inherited superstition, were in the same category
as those who question our notions about cannibal-
ism. He deliberately loaded the dice so as to give
Jim every possible and plausible excuse. Jim
acted on impulse; he knew that his staying
behind on the doomed ship would not save the
ignorant passengers; but he remained wrong in
his own and in his creator's eyes. It is the old
seaman's cult of " Duty and Discipline " ; to a
sailor there is none other workable ; and he will
see, if he is a thinking man, our human societies
on the earth as a fleet of ships navigating dark and
menacing and illimitable oceans. The night
overhead does not break ; there is nothing for it
but to cling to the service we know and to keep the
vessel afloat and moving by the means we have
learned. And steering thus into the unknown he
cannot help finding a virtue in a certain stoicism of
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